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DETAILED ACTION 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on December 20, 2004 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-29 have been cancelled; new claims 30-58 have been added. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 30-58 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 31,35, 36, 43, 46 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

As per claims 31 and 43, the specification teaches connecting a first component to a 
second component, and then, based upon a comparison, operating the second component, "either 
with or without the first component" (fig. 1; paragraph 19). The second component appears to 
correspond to the subsequently described primary system (fig. 2; paragraph 20), since both 
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operate with or without the other component after a comparison. However, the secondary 
component in the claim is not the primary component. 

As per claims 35 and 46, the specification describes memories for storing identifiers (fig. 
2, memories 12 and 14; fig. 4, memories 31-33), but does not teach these memories be used 
solely used for storing identifiers. There is no express restriction on storing other information. 

As per claims 36 and 47, the specification describes memories (fig. 2, memories 12 and 
14; fig. 4, memories 31-33) that are non-volatile (paragraphs 16, 17, 21 and 26), but does not 
expressly teach these memories to be EEPROMS. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 30, 32-35, 37, 42, 45, 46, 48 and 53-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ghori et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,884,901 ("Ghori"), in view of Dreyer et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 5,790,834 ("Dreyer"). 

As per claim 30, Ghori teaches a method comprising: 

providing a primary electronic component having a first identifier, wherein the first 
identifier includes branding information corresponding to the primary electronic component (fig. 
1, oem cpu; col. 5, lines 29-38, oem cpu family is compared to upgrade family, indicating that 
the first identifier exists); 
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providing a secondary electronic component having a second identifier stored therein, 
wherein the second identifier includes branding information corresponding to the secondary 
electronic component (fig. 2, upgrade processor stores upgrade_id; fig. 3, upgrade_id includes 
family); 

coupling the secondary component to the primary component (fig. 1, upgrade processor 
inserted in upgrade socket); 

comparing the first identifier to the second identifier (col. 5, lines 29-38, oem cpu family 
is compared to upgrade family); 

operating the primary component in conjunction with the secondary component if the 
first identifier is compatible with the second identifier (col. 5, lines 14-17 and 38-40); and 

operating the primary component without the secondary component if the first identifier 
is not compatible with the second identifier (col. 5, lines 48-54). 

However, Ghori does not expressly teach the storing the first identifier in the primary 
component. Dreyer teaches the details of storing a first identifier within a primary component, 
wherein the first identifier includes branding information corresponding to the primary electronic 
component (fig. 1, information 3 1 includes family field 32; col. 6, lines 5-19). Ghori and Dreyer 
are analogous art because they are from the same field of endeavor involving the use of 
identifiers in electronic components. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
one or ordinary skill in the art to apply Dreyer f s details of storing a first identifier to Ghori's 
primary component. A motivation for doing so would have been to ensure the integrity of 
Ghori 's method. 

As per claim 32, Ghori teaches compatible is matching or identical (col. 5, lines 29-38). 
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As per claim 33, Dreyer teaches storing the first identifier in a memory in the primary 
component (col. 5, lines 51-67). Ghori teaches storing the second identifier in a memory in the 
secondary component (fig. 3, family stored in bits 0-3). 

As per claim 34, Dreyer teaches storing an identifier in nonvolatile memory (col. 5, lines 
51-67). Ghori also teaches storing an identifier in nonvolatile memory (col. 4, lines 53-61). 

As per claim 35, Ghori teaches the non -volatile memory in the second component is used 
solely for storing the second identifier (fig. 3, family stored in bits 0-3; col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, 
line 12). 

As per claim 37, Ghori teaches coupling the secondary component to the primary 
component comprises coupling the secondary component to the primary component via a first 
interconnect which is configured to transfer data between the secondary component and the 
primary component during normal operation and via a second interconnect which is configured 
to transfer data between the non-volatile memory and the primary component for the purposes of 
comparing the first identifier to the second identifier (fig. 1, private bus 40 and buses 13 or 83; 
col. 3, line 59 - col. 4, line 16). 

As per claim 42, Ghori teaches a system comprising: 

a primary component having a first identifier, wherein the first identifier includes 
branding information corresponding to the primary component (fig. 1, oem cpu; col. 5, lines 29- 
38, oem cpu family is compared to upgrade family, indicating that the first identifier exists); and 

a secondary component having a second memory, wherein the second memory has a 
second identifier stored therein and the second identifier includes branding information 
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corresponding to the secondary component (fig. 2, upgrade processor stores upgrade_id; fig. 3, 
upgrade_id includes family); 

wherein the secondary component is configured to be coupled to the primary component 
(fig. 1 , upgrade processor coupled via upgrade socket);; 

wherein the primary component is configured to compare the first identifier to the second 
identifier (col. 5, lines 29-38, oem cpu executes comparison by operating system); 

wherein the primary component is configured to enable operation in conjunction with the 
secondary component if the first identifier is compatible with the second identifier (col. 5, lines 
14-17 and 38-40) and operate without the secondary component if the first identifier is not 
compatible with the second identifier (col. 5, lines 48-54). 

However, Ghori does not expressly teach the primary component having a first memory 
for storing the first identifier. Dreyer teaches the details of storing a first identifier in first 
memory of a primary component, wherein the first identifier includes branding information 
corresponding to the primary electronic component (fig. 1, information 31 includes family field 
32; col. 5, lines 51-67; col. 6, lines 5-19). Ghori and Dreyer are analogous art because they are 
from the same field of endeavor involving the use of identifiers in electronic components. At the 
time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art to apply 
Dreyer's details of storing a first identifier to Ghori's primary component. A motivation for 
doing so would have been to ensure the integrity of Ghori's system. 

As per claim 45, Dreyer teaches storing an identifier in nonvolatile memory (col. 5, lines 
51-67). Ghori also teaches storing an identifier in nonvolatile memory (col. 4, lines 53-61). 
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As per claim 46, Ghori teaches the non-volatile memory in the second component is used 
solely for storing the second identifier (fig. 3, family stored in bits 0-3; col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, 
line 12). 

As per claim 48, Ghori teaches coupling the secondary component to the primary 
component comprises coupling the secondary component to the primary component via a first 
interconnect which is configured to transfer data between the secondary component and the 
primary component during normal operation and via a second interconnect which is configured 
to transfer data between the non-volatile memory and the primary component for the purposes of 
comparing the first identifier to the second identifier (fig. 1, private bus 40 and buses 13 or 83; 
col. 3, line 59 - col. 4, line 16). 

As per claim 53, Ghori teaches an electrical component configured to have a secondary 
component coupled thereto (fig. 1, computer system coupled to upgrade processor), wherein the 
electrical component comprises: 

a functional portion (fig.l, cache 11); 

an interface configured to couple the functional portion to a secondary component (fig. 1, 
bus 13); 

a first identifier includes branding information corresponding to the electrical component 
(col. 5, lines 29-38, oem cpu family is compared to upgrade family, indicating that the first 
identifier exists); and 

a comparator configured to receive a second identifier (fig. 1, oem cpu; col. 5, lines 29- 
38, oem cpu receives upgrade_id), including branding information corresponding to the second 
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component (fig. 2, upgrade processor stores upgrade_id; fig. 3, upgrade id includes family), 
from the secondary component and to compare the first identifier to the second identifier (col. 5, 
lines 29-38, oem cpu executes comparison by operating system), wherein the comparator is 
configured to enable operation in conjunction with the secondary component if the first identifier 
is compatible with the second identifier and operate without the secondary component if the first 
identifier is not compatible with the second identifier (col. 5, lines 14-17, 38-40 & 48-54). 

However, Ghori does not expressly teach the electrical component having a first memory 
for storing the first identifier. Dreyer teaches the details of storing a first identifier in first 
memory of an electrical component, wherein the first identifier includes branding information 
corresponding to the primary electronic component (fig, 1 , information 3 1 includes family field 
32; col. 5, lines 51-67; col. 6, lines 5-19). Ghori and Dreyer are analogous art because they are 
from the same field of endeavor involving the use of identifiers in electronic components. At the 
time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art to apply 
Dreyer's details of storing a first identifier to Ghori's electrical component. A motivation for 
doing so would have been to ensure the integrity of Ghori's system. 

As per claim 54, Dreyer teaches storing an identifier in nonvolatile memory (col. 5, lines 

51-67). 

As per claim 55, Ghori' s cache does not utilize memory of the oem cpu. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
6. Claims 38-41, 49-52 and 56-58 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert Wang whose telephone number is 571-272-3669. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 - 6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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v THOMAS LEE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




